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Text of the D.O. Letter of Hon’ble Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu Thiru M.K. Stalin

addressed to the Hon’ble Union Minister of External Affairs Dr. S. Jaishankar

requesting to utilize all available diplomatic channels to ensure the prompt

release of all the detained fishermen and their fishing boats currently in

Sri Lankan custody and to prevent further apprehensions of Indian fishermen by

the Sri Lankan Navy

| am writing again to you to express my great anguish regarding yet another
incident of apprehension of 14 Tamil Nadu fishermen along with their mechanised
fishing boat bearing Registration No.IND-TN-10-MM-3030 by the Sri Lankan Navy on
06.03.2025. These fishermen ventured for fishing from the Rameswaram Fishing

Harbour of Ramanathapuram District on 06.03.2025.

This is the ninth incident of apprehension of Tamil Nadu fishermen along with
their boats by the Sri Lankan Navy in the last 2 months of the current year 2025. With



deep concern, | would like to point out that as on date 227 Tamil Nadu fishing boats and
107 fishermen are still under the custody of Sri Lankan authorities.

The Sri Lankan authorities are now detaining fishermen for longer period of time
and have started imposing heavy fines for their release. Beyond the hardships of
imprisonment, fines, and lost income during the detention period, fishermen are now
facing an even greater loss of their economic livelihoods, as the Sri Lankan
Government are not returning their boats which are their sole means of
economic support.

| therefore request the Union Government to take effective steps to ensure the
prompt release of all the detained fishermen and their fishing boats currently in Sri
Lankan custody. Additionally, | urge you to utilize all available diplomatic channels to
prevent further apprehensions of Indian fishermen by the Sri Lankan Navy.
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